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(Published in the Topeka Metro News November 9, 2009)
ORDINANCE NO. 19330
AN ORDINANCE introduced by City Manager Norton N. Bonaparte, Jr., repealing
City of Topeka Code Chapter 26, Article V and 8§ 30-62 and
creating Chapter 30, Article XV, all concerning Contractor Licenses
and Requirements.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS:

Section 1.  That section 26-231, Definitions, of the Code of the City of Topeka,

Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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Section 2.  That section 26-236, Boards for each trade created, of the Code of

the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 3.  That section 26-237, Terms of members, of the Code of the City of
Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Ferms-of members-
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Section 4. That section 26-238, Chairpersons, of the Code of the City of

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 5.  That section 26-239, Licensing authority, of the Code of the City of

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 6.  That section 26-240, Power to permit exceptions, variances, of the

Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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Section 7.  That section 26-251, Required, of the Code of the City of Topeka,

Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 8.  That section 26-252, Grandfather provisions for certain mechanical

licenses, of the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

BORD/Contractor License 11/3/09 5



120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

Section 9.  That section 26-253, Utility firms exempt, of the Code of the City of

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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Section 10. That section 26-254, Application and examination, of the Code of

the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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Section 11. That section 26-255, License qualifications and responsibilities—

Contractor, of the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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231 Section 12. That section 26-256, Same--Master, of the Code of the City of

232 Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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276 Section 13. That section 26-257, Same--Journeyman, of the Code of the City of

277 Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

278 Same--Journeyman.
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Section 14. That section 26-258, Same--Apprentice, of the Code of the City of

Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 15. That section 26-259, When licenses and registrations expire, of the

Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.

Section 16. That section 26-260, Suspension or revocation, of the Code of the

City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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348 Section 17. That section 26-261, Display of all trade contractor’s, master’'s and
349 journeyman’s licenses, of the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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357 apprentices, of the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby repealed.
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439 k. Roofing contractor . . . $100.00

440 I Swimming pool contractor . .. $100.00
441 m—Trade contractors——5150.00

442 1.— Master——875.00

443 2—Journeyman——3$30-00

444 3. Apprentice registration . . . $20.00
445

446

447

448

449

450

451

452

453

454 Duplicate license——%$30.00

455 Exam-apphcation——$50.00

456 Examre-test——S56.00

457 Grade-verificationletter———$50.00

458 Section 19. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
459 Kansas, is hereby created to be read as follows:

460 CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING LICENSES
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Section 20. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-520, which said
section reads as follows:

Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a

different meaning:

Apprentice or helper means an individual who works as an employee in training

under the direct supervision of a journeyman or master. An apprentice or helper is not a

licensed individual.

Contractor license means a license issued by the City allowing an individual to

engage in the business or occupations of construction and building as set forth in this

article.

Development services director shall mean the director of the development

services division of the public works department or his or her designee.

Direct supervision means that the apprentice is limited to the same structure or

building site as the journeyman or master.

Electrical trades means the construction, repair or installation of electrical

systems.

Inactive master license shall mean a license issued by the City which

demonstrates that the individual has been qualified to engage in a licensed trade but

which does not currently allow the individual to perform any licensed work.
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Inactive journeyman license shall mean a license issued by the City which

demonstrates that the individual has been qualified to perform work as a journeyman

but which does not currently allow the individual to perform any licensed work.

Journeyman means an individual that holds a license issued pursuant to this

article evidencing such person to be gqualified to lay out, install, maintain and repair work

in mechanical, electrical and plumbing trades. A journeyman is responsible for the

supervision of any apprentice assigned to work with him.

Laborer means a nonreqistered individual engaged in physical work requiring

minimal training or skill. Work activities are limited to matters other than installation.

Licensed trade contractor means a person that engages in the business of

mechanical, electrical, or plumbing.

Licensed trade or trade means the mechanical, electrical, or plumbing trade, as

the context of this article may require.

Limited masters license shall mean a license issued by the City to engage in an

area within the licensed trades described in the license specified.

Limited journeyman license shall mean a license issued by the City to engage in

a particular area within the licensed trades such as sheet metal, lawn irrigation,

backflow testing/repair or water conditioner/softener.

Master means an individual who holds a license issued pursuant to this article

evidencing such person to be qualified to control and have authority of all technical work

performed under the authority of the contractor's mechanical, electrical or plumbing

business and assures quality control and is responsible for compliance with all

applicable laws, codes and regulations.
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Mechanical trade means the construction, repair or installation of heating

ventilation and air conditioning systems including, but not limited to, sheet metal, gas

fitting, heating and cooling, and solid fuels.

Non trade contractor license means all contractor licenses except those for the

licensed trades.

Plumbing trade means the construction, repair or installation of plumbing

systems including, but not limited to, lawn irrigation, backflow testing/repair and water

softener/conditioner systems.

Trade board means that board appointed for each licensed trade for the purpose

of reviewing code interpretations taken by the development services division, granting

variances from the code, reviewing license applications and license suspensions and

revocation.

Trade code means the current version of the electrical, mechanical, and

plumbing codes as adopted by the city council, as the context of this article may require.

Trade contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and to perform any

act as a contractor to construct, remodel, repair, or remove the plumbing, electrical, or

mechanical systems or facilities for which the contractor has passed the required

examination or has in its employ the appropriate master.

Section 21. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-521, which said
section reads as follows:

Insurance.
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(a) All commercial, residential, trade, excavation, elevator, framing, concrete,

demolition, swimming pool, roofing, fire alarm, and fire sprinkler contractors shall

provide the City with evidence of insurance in the amounts and for the type covered

required by this section.

(b)  All commercial, trade, excavation, elevator, framing, concrete, demolition,

swimming pool, roofing, fire alarm, and fire sprinkler contractors shall have

comprehensive commercial general liability insurance, including product/completed

operations, in the amount of $300,000.00 per occurrence.

(c)  All residential contractors shall show proof of commercial general liability

insurance in the amount of $300,000.00 per occurrence.

(d) All commercial, residential, trade, excavation, elevator, framing, concrete,

demolition, swimming pool, roofing, fire alarm, and fire sprinkler contractors shall carry

worker's compensation insurance as required by state law.

(e) The insurance required under this section shall be in_effect during the

duration of the contractor's license and the contractor shall provide the development

services director with evidence of insurance which shall be on a standard accord form

or such other form as approved by the city attorney. Failure to renew such insurance or

cancellation of such insurance shall be cause for the immediate cancellation of the

contractor's license. If the contractor renews his or her required insurance, he or she

may obtain a new contractor's license by providing evidence of current insurance

coverage and paying the license fee.
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Section 22. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-522, which said
section reads as follows:

License required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct, carry on or engage in the business

of commercial or residential construction or remodeling, excavation, elevator repair or

construction, concrete work, demolition, swimming pool construction, roofing, fire alarm

installation, fire sprinkler installation, water softener/conditioner, lawn irrigation system

installation or mechanical, electrical or plumbing trades, without first obtaining the

appropriate contractor's license.

Section 23. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-523, which said
section reads as follows:

Licenses and reqgistrations term.

All licenses and regqistrations shall be for a term of one year and shall expire the

last working day before December 15. In the event of the expiration of a license or

registration, no new license or registration shall be issued until one year after the

license or registration has expired. In the event the individual elects to be licensed

during this one year period, he or she will be required to pay the renewal fee, plus any

applicable late or other fees.

Section 24. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-524, which said

section reads as follows:
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572 Fees.

573 (a) The original annual license or registration fees for contractors, masters,
574 journeymen and apprentices in the electrical, mechanical, plumbing and gas fitting
575 trades are:

576 (1) Contractor:

577 a. Commercial contractor type | . . . $250.00

578 b. Commercial contractor type Il . . . $450.00

579 C. Concrete contractor . . . $150.00

580 d. Demolition contractor . . . $150.00

581 e. Elevator contractor . . . $150.00

582 f. Excavation contractor . . . $150.00

583 a. Fire alarm contractor . . . $150.00

584 h. Fire sprinkler contractor . . . $150.00

585 i Framing contractor . . . $150.00

586 L Residential contractor . . . $200.00

587 K. Roofing contractor . . . $150.00

588 l. Swimming pool contractor . . . $150.00

589 m. Trade contractors . . . $250.00

590 1. Master . . . $100.00

591 2. Journeyman . . . $50.00

592 (a)  Certified backflow tester/repair technician . . .
593 $50.00

594 3. Apprentice reqistration . . . $30.00
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(b)  Annual renewal of license for the trades listed in this section:

(1) Contractor:

a. Commercial contractor type | . . . $200.00
b. Commercial contractor type Il . . . $400.00
C. Concrete contractor . . . $100.00
d. Demolition contractor . . . $100.00
e. Elevator contractor . . . $100.00
f. Excavation contractor . . . $100.00
a. Fire alarm contractor . . . $100.00
h. Fire sprinkler contractor . . . $100.00
i Framing contractor . . . $100.00
I Residential contractor . . . $150.00
k. Roofing contractor . . . $100.00
I Swimming pool contractor . . . $100.00
m. Trade contractors . . . $150.00
1. Master . . . $75.00
2. Journeyman . . . $30.00
(a)  Certified backflow tester/repair technician . . .
$30.00
3. Apprentice registration . . . $20.00
4. Inactive . . . $30.00
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(c) Redqistration fee for individuals holding trade licenses issued by another

jurisdiction which has license requirements which comply with the provisions of Topeka

City Code 8§ 30-527:

(1) Master...$100.00

(2) Journeyman . .. $50.00

(d) In addition to the foregoing license or registration fees the following fees or

charges shall also apply to all licenses.

Change of designated master for trade contractors: . . . $50.00

Reinstatement fee: . . . $30.00

Change of address (Failure to notify development services director): . .. $10.00

Duplicate license: . . . $10.00

Exam application: . . . $50.00

Exam re-test: . . . $20.00

Grade verification letter: . . . $50.00

(e) Late reqistration or renewal fee in an amount equal to 25% of the renewal

fee up to 15 days after the expiration of license. Late registration or renewal fee in an

amount equal to 50% of the renewal fee 15 days or more after expiration.

Section 25. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-525, which said
section reads as follows:

Non trade contractor license.

(@) The following is a list of the non trade contractors license categories

available from the City and the scope of the work allowed by such license:
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Commercial contractor type | shall entitle the holder of this license to

contract for and to perform any act as a contractor to erect, construct, enlarge, or

remodel any commercial, single or multiple dwelling residential buildings not exceeding

three (3) stories in height and to perform non-structural remodeling, and tenant finishes.

Commercial contractor type |l shall entitle the holder of this license to

contract for and to perform any act as a contractor for any structure.

Concrete contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and

perform any act as a contractor to pour and finish any floor, driveway, parking

area, street, or sidewalk or to pour and finish any footer, basement, wall, or other

structural building element.

Demolition contractor shall entitle the holder of this license to demolish

any building.

Elevator contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and

perform any act as a contractor to install, repair and maintain any elevator,

dumbwaiter, escalator, or moving walk.

Excavation contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and

perform any act as a contractor to grade, excavate, fill, clear, and construct earth

works.

Fire alarm contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and

perform any act to install, maintain, repair, or alter any fire alarm system.

Fire sprinkler contractor shall entitle the holder to install, maintain, repair,

alter or extend all piping for fire sprinkler systems, including the connection to the

water service outlet provided for fire sprinkler systems.
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Framing contractor shall entitle the holder to fabricate and install any

wood, metal or composites product in a structure including, but not limited to

rough framing, structural and nonstructural work, trusses, sheathing, paneling,

trim, cabinetry, doors and windows and all hardware incidental thereto. A framing

contractor may not contract for or install, maintain, repair or alter any concrete,

masonry, roofing, dry wall or other work not specifically mentioned above.

Further, the framing contractor may not act as a residential or commercial

contractor, type | or Il or secure permits to build any structure; however, a

framing contractor may obtain permits to construct decks and accessory

structures.

Residential contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and to

perform any act as a contractor to erect, construct, enlarge, or remodel any one

(1) or two (2) family residence and accessory buildings thereto as governed by

the currently adopted International Residential Code.

Roofing contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for and to

install, repair and replace roofs. Work may include roof deck insulation, roof

coating, painting and covering, and may include use of sheet metal and

installation of other sheet metal products incidental to roofing work or other

material in connection therewith, or any combination thereof.

Swimming pool contractor shall entitle the holder thereof to contract for

and to excavate, construct, fabricate, install and equip all swimming pools,

including the pumps, pool heaters, solar pool heaters, filters and chlorinators and

that piping incidental to the recirculating system. A swimming pool contractor
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may do concrete work, such as a patio or apron, incidental to the pool. A

swimming pool contractor may not perform work involving the installation of

electrical circuits, potable water supply lines, drain lines or gas lines.

(b)  Any non trade contractor license shall require the qualifying party to pass

the appropriate examination selected by the development services director from a

recognized testing agency or alternatively providing the development services director

with a certified copy of a transcript from an accredited university, college or vocational

school demonstrating passing grades in at least 30 hours of coursework directly related

to the license applied for. No non trade contractor shall be allowed to obtain a license

unless the non trade contractor shall have achieved a passing score on the appropriate

examination or provided proof of meeting the educational requirements.

(©) Commercial contractor type 1, commercial contractor type 1, and

residential contractors must provide the development services division with

documentation of having earned eight (8) continuing education hours in a calendar year

to maintain said license. All continuing education courses must be directly relevant to

the contractors' licensed field and must be approved by the development services

director. Further, at least four (4) hours of the continuing education course work for

each year must be directly related to construction techniqgues or other provisions

contained in the applicable building code.

Section 26. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-526, which said
section reads as follows:

Trade contractor license.
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(a) Alicensed trade contractor shall be a master or have in his employ and so

designate a master on a full-time basis. Before issuance of a trade contractor's license,

the applicant shall submit the address of his place of business, business telephone

number, name of the designated master and other information as may be required on

forms provided by the development services division and pay all relevant fees. The

trade contractor shall be ultimately responsible for the work done.

(b) If a designated master is employed by more than one trade contractor in

the capacity of a designated master, it shall be deemed that he or she is loaning his or

her license and this shall be cause for the board to revoke such master's license. If the

designated master for a contractor is terminated, resigns, retires, expires or changes

employers, such licensed contractor shall secure the services of another master no later

than ninety (90) days after the departure of the first master. Any work in progress during

the absence of a master may continue for such period of ninety (90) days; however, no

new permits shall be issued. Failure to secure the services of another master within

such ninety (90) days shall be cause for revocation of the contractor's license and all

work in progress shall cease until the services of a master are acquired and a new

contractor's license is issued.

Section 27. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-527, which said
section reads as follows:

Apprentice, journeyman and master reqistration and license.

(a) Each initial application for examination for journeyman or master license

shall be made on forms provided by the development services division and shall be
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accompanied by payment of the appropriate application fee. Applications for

examination shall be made to the development services director prior to the scheduled

examination date. In addition, each applicant for examination shall be responsible for

paying the cost of the exam to the testing agency designated in K.S.A. 12-1509, 12-

1542 and 12-1526. All applicants for trade examinations shall achieve a score of at

least seventy-five percent (75%) for any of the trade examinations. There shall be no

alternate education requirement for the trade examinations.

(b)  All plumbing, mechanical, electrical and water softener/conditioner, lawn

irrigation contractors and certified backflow tester/repair technicians licensed pursuant

to this division shall display or post the required license in their place of business. All

master and journeyman tradepersons shall carry their licenses on their persons and

exhibit the license on the demand of the inspector, his assistants or any officer of the

city
() MASTER.

(1) To become a licensed master an individual shall meet the current

requirements found in K.S.A. 12-1509, and any amendments thereto, relating to

plumbing contractor; K.S.A. 12-1542, and any amendments thereto, relating to

mechanical contractor; and K.S.A. 12-1526, and any amendments thereto,

relating to electrical contractor. The requirements to become a licensed master

in the water softener/conditioner area within the plumbing trade shall be a

minimum of one year of experience as a licensed journeyman within the water

softener/conditioner trade and pass the water softener/conditioner masters

examination issued by the City of Topeka. To become a licensed master in the
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lawn irrigation area within the plumbing trade, a person must work as a

journeyman for two years within the lawn irrigation area within the plumbing trade

and pass the master's examination. The requirement to become a licensed

master in the solid fuel burning appliance in the mechanical trade shall pass the

fireplace/hearth certificate exam and the gas hearth appliance certificate exam

approved by the development services director. A master license holder shall be

responsible to oversee all work activity to assure compliance with applicable

codes and must have direct contact with the job site.

(2) A master shall be limited to that work which falls within the master's

trade or specialty area within that trade for which he or she is licensed.

(3)  Continuing Education.

a. Individuals possessing a master’'s license in_plumbing,

mechanical and electrical trades shall be required to meet the continuing

education requirements set forth in K.S.A. 12-1509, and any amendments

thereto, relating to plumbing contractor; K.S.A. 12-1542., and any

amendments thereto, relating to mechanical contractor; and K.S.A. 12-

1526 to renew their respective license(s). The continuing education

courses may be provided by the local jurisdiction, a nationally recognized

trade organization, a product manufacturer or other sources deemed

acceptable to the development services director. Individuals holding

multiple masters’ licenses shall be required to obtain statutory continuing

education hours for each license held: however, course work which
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applies to more than one category of license may count towards the

continuing education requirement for each such license.

b. An individual with an expired or an inactive master’s license

shall be required to provide proof of six (6) hours of continuing education

credits for each year such license was expired or inactive in order to

reactivate the license. However, in the event the master’s license was

expired or inactive for a two year period or longer, only twelve (12) hours

of continuing education credit will be required for reactivation.

(d JOURNEYMAN.

(1) To become a licensed journeyman in the plumbing, electrical and

mechanical trades an individual shall meet the current requirements found in

K.S.A. 12-1509, and any amendments thereto, relating to plumbing contractor;

K.S.A. 12-1542, and any amendments thereto, relating to mechanical contractor:;

and K.S.A. 12-1526, and any amendments thereto, relating to electrical

contractor. To become a licensed journeyman in the lawn irrigation trade a

person must work as an apprentice for one vyear within the trade. Work

experience shall be verified by previous and current employers on forms

provided by the development services division.

(2) For the purposes of the mechanical trade only, a journeyman

license is categorized as follows:

a. Comprehensive, all items covered by the Code.

b. Sheet metal journeyman, limited to perform the following

types of installation:
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1. The placement and installation of the furnace, air

conditioning or other air handling equipment. This does not

include any connections of the line voltage electricity, fuel

gas piping or refrigeration piping.

2. The installation of the complete air distribution

system.

3. The installation of the products of combustion venting

system.

(3)  Continuing Education.

a. Individuals _possessing a _journeyman’s _license in_the

plumbing, mechanical and electrical trades shall be required to meet the

continuing education reguirements set forth in K.S.A. 12-1509, and any

amendments thereto, relating to plumbing trade license; K.S.A. 12-1542,

and any amendments thereto, relating to mechanical trade license; and

K.S.A. 12-1526, and any amendments thereto, relating to electrical trade

license to renew their respective license(s). The continuing education

courses may be provided by the local jurisdiction, a nationally recognized

trade organization, a product manufacturer or other sources deemed

acceptable to the development services director. Individuals holding

multiple journeymen’s licenses shall be required to obtain the statutory

requirements for continuing education hours for each license held;

however, coursework which applies to more than one category of license
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may count towards the continuing education requirement for each such

license.

b. An _individual with_an_expired or _an _inactive journeyman’s

license shall be required to provide proof of six (6) hours of continuing

education credits for each year such license was expired or inactive in

order to reactivate the license. However, in the event the journeyman’s

license was expired or inactive for a two year period or longer, only twelve

(12) hours of continuing education credit will be required for reactivation.

(4) Certified backflow tester/repair technicians.

a. To become a licensed backflow tester/repair technician, the

individual must successfully complete an accredited training session

recognized by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment and the

water superintendent and achieve a passing score on an examination.

The holder of this license shall entitle the individual to test and/or repair

backflow prevention devices or assemblies.

b. Individual holding a backflow tester/repair technician license

shall be required to meet the continuing education and recertification

requirements established by the water superintendent.

(e) APPRENTICE.

@) An_apprentice is an individual who is registered with the

development services division as working within the trades of electrical,

mechanical, plumbing and lawn irrigation. The working ratio for licensed

journeyman or master to reqgistered apprentice shall be one to one, except the
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mechanical and lawn irrigation trades, wherein the ratio shall be one licensed

journeyman or master to two registered apprentices.

Section 28. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-528, which said
section reads as follows:

Utility firms exempt.

Any utility company doing business under a franchise with the city shall not be

required to secure a license when engaged in the performance of duties, obligations or

rights conferred upon such utility by the franchise. The employees and agents of the

utility shall comply with the requirements of this article in all respects when engaged in

work subject to the applicable plumbing or electrical code adopted by the city.

Section 29. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-529, which said
section reads as follows:

Grandfather provisions for certain mechanical licenses.

(a) Any individual who as of the effective date of this ordinance has a current

master mechanical license or journeyman mechanical license issued by the city may

renew the license in the category in which the current license was issued. The

cateqgories of license are as follows:

(1) Comprehensive, all items covered by Code.

(2) Combination warm heating system/air conditioning systems,

including duct work and ventilation.

3) Refrigeration.
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(4) Boailers.

(5) Commercial hoods.

(6)  Factory-built solid fuel burning appliances.

There shall be no further issuance of new licenses for the mechanical trade by

subcategories, except as outlined in parts (b) and (c) of this section.

(b) Individuals wanting a master's license for factory-built solid fuel or gas

fireplace hearth appliances shall have passed both an approved fireplace hearth

certification exam and a gas hearth appliance certification exam. Only those

examinations developed by an independent, nationally recognized testing or

educational institution and approved by the development services director will be

accepted.

(©) Individuals wanting a sheet metal journeyman's license shall make

application for that subcategory exam as given by an independent, nationally

recognized testing agency approved by the development services director.

Section 30. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-530, which said
section reads as follows:

Display of all contractor’s licenses and business names.

(@) All contractors licensed pursuant to this code shall display or post the

required license in their place of business. All licensed masters and journeymen shall

carry their licenses on their persons and exhibit the license on the demand of the

inspector, his assistants or any officer of the city,
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(b)  The name of contractor or his or her business name shall be displayed on

any work or service vehicle operated by the contractor or his or her employees during

the course of business operations. The name of the contractor or his or her business

shall be posted on each side of the service or work vehicle by paint, decal or magnet in

letters and or numbers not less than two (2) inches high.

Section 31. That Chapter 30, Article XV of The Code of the City of Topeka,
Kansas, is hereby amended to by adding a section, to be numbered 30-531, which said
section reads as follows:

Boards.

(a) Boards for each trade created.

There is hereby created a board for each of the licensed trades: Board of

electrical appeals, Board of plumbing appeals, and Board of mechanical appeals. Such

boards shall have five (5) members and shall be comprised of two (2) masters licensed

in the particular trade, two (2) journeymen licensed in the particular trade, and an

engineer, practicing in the particular trade, appointed in accordance with City of Topeka

Code § 2-181 and Charter Ordinance codified at 8 A2-72. Provided however the two (2)

positions designated to be filled by journeymen may be filled by licensed journeymen,

licensed masters, or engineers practicing in that particular trade. The purpose of the

boards shall be to hear appeals from administrative decisions and upon reguest from

the administration to review applicants in accordance with this Article.

(b)  Terms of members.

The terms of office for the members of the trade licensing boards shall be two years

(©) Chairpersons.
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The chairpersons of the trade licensing boards shall be selected by a majority vote of

the members thereof.

(d) Licensing authority.

The board shall have the final authority to determine the experience and

competency to take the examination for the for the particular license. The development

services director shall review all initial applications prior to testing to determine eligibility

and shall notify the applicant of the test results within seven working days after receipt

of the test results. Any appeals from the licensing determination of the development

services director shall be made to the board.

(e) Authority to hear appeals, permit exceptions and grant variances or

waivers.

(1) The board shall have authority to hear and determine appeals from

interpretations or other determinations by the development services director of

the code.

(2) The board shall also have the authority to grant exceptions,

variances or waivers from the code provisions in cases or situations which meet

the purpose and intent of the code. An exception, variance or waiver shall only

be granted in those situations that will not endanger life or limb, health, property,

or public welfare. All requests for appeals from interpretation of the code by the

development services director, exceptions, variances or waivers shall be written.

Such application shall be accompanied by a full written explanation of the

rationale and reasoning for such request.
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934 (3)  Procedure for appeal and granting exceptions, variances or waivers

935 shall be in accordance with City Code 8 2-486, et seq. Provided however,
936 appeals under this article shall be to the board and not to a hearing officer.
937 Further, the decision of the board shall constitute the final determination by the
938 city.

939 (f) Authority to suspend or revoke license.

940 (1) The board shall be empowered to suspend a license for infractions
941 including but not limited to the following:

942 a. Failure to obtain a permit prior to initiating work on the
943 project.

944 b. Creating a hazardous situation which endangers life_and/or
945 property.

946 C. Failure to correct a written violation notice within the allotted
947 time.

948 (2) The board shall be empowered to revoke a license for_infractions
949 including but not limited to the following:

950 a. Loaning of his license to another individual or company.

951 b. Creating a hazardous situation which endangers life_and/or
952 property.

953 C. Subsequent violations of failure to obtain a permit prior to
954 initiating work on the project, creating a hazardous situation which
955 endangers life and/or property, or failure to correct written violation
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notice within the allotted time after having been previously

suspended for such violation.

(3) The development services director shall send written notice to the

license holder setting forth the alleged infraction(s) and setting forth a time and

place at which the proposed suspension or revocation will be heard by the board.

Procedure for administrative hearings related to suspension or revocation shall

be in accordance with City Code § 2-486, et seq. to the extent applicable.

Provided however, appeals under this article shall be to the board and not to a

hearing officer. Further, the decision of the board shall constitute the final

determination by the city. During the course of suspension or revocation, all

work shall cease except that work necessary to correct a hazardous situation or

correct a written violation notice.

Section 32. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its

passage, approval and publication in the official City newspaper.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council November 3, 2009.

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS

William W. Bunten, Mayor

ATTEST:

Brenda Younger, City Clerk
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