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(Published in the Topeka Metro News February 15, 2016 and February 22, 2016)
CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 117
A CHARTER ORDINANCE introduced by City Manager Jim Colson, amending Charter
Ordinances codified at TMC Sections A2-1, A2-22 A2-26,
A2-29, and A2-30, creating new Section A2-21.5, and
repealing in its entirety Section A2-25.5, all concerning the
form of government.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS,
THAT:

Section 1.  Charter Ordinance 102, § 1 codified at TMC § A2-1, Statutes made
inapplicable, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Statutes made inapplicable.

The City of Topeka, Kansas, by the power vested in it by article 12, section 5, of
the Constitution of the State of Kansas, hereby elects to exempt itself from and make
inapplicable to it the provisions of K.S.A. 12-3002-12-3003-13-103, 13-502, 13-506
through 13-516, 13-518, 13-527, 13-907, 13-1011, 13-1013, 13-1410,—25-2107—25-
2108a,—25-2110,—25-2110a—and—25-2117; and provide substitute and additional
provisions as hereinafter set forth in this Charter Ordinance. Such referenced provisions
are either enactments or a part thereof which are applicable to this city but are not
applicable uniformly to all cities.

Section 2. The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, are hereby amended by
adding a section, to be numbered A2-21.5, which said section reads as follows:

Eligibility for Office

Effective January 1, 2017, any person desiring to become a candidate for Mayor

or Councilmember shall comply with the filing deadlines and process established in

state law. Any ordinance that is in conflict with state law shall no longer be effective.
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http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/012_000_0000_chapter/012_030_0000_article/012_030_0002_section/012_030_0002_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/012_000_0000_chapter/012_030_0000_article/012_030_0003_section/012_030_0003_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_001_0000_article/013_001_0003_section/013_001_0003_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_005_0000_article/013_005_0002_section/013_005_0002_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_005_0000_article/013_005_0006_section/013_005_0006_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_005_0000_article/013_005_0016_section/013_005_0016_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_005_0000_article/013_005_0018_section/013_005_0018_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_005_0000_article/013_005_0027_section/013_005_0027_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_009_0000_article/013_009_0007_section/013_009_0007_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_010_0000_article/013_010_0011_section/013_010_0011_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_010_0000_article/013_010_0013_section/013_010_0013_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/013_000_0000_chapter/013_014_0000_article/013_014_0010_section/013_014_0010_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0007_section/025_021_0007_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0008a_section/025_021_0008a_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0008a_section/025_021_0008a_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0010_section/025_021_0010_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0010_section/025_021_0010_k/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/025_000_0000_chapter/025_021_0000_article/025_021_0017_section/025_021_0017_k/
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Section 3.  Charter Ordinance 102, § 2 codified at TMC § A2-22, Election and
terms, is hereby amended to read as follows.

Election and terms.

e}  GeneraleElections. In the—general—eity—mayeralprimary and general

elections all qualified electors of the city shall be entitled to vote on the election of the
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n-each year-in-which-the term-of a district Councilmember-expires, In primary

and general elections for district Councilmembers, each qualified elector who is a

resident of the district shall be entitled to vote in—the—city—generalelection for the
Councilmember from his/her respective district. Fhe—candidate—receiving—thehighest

(db) Terms of office. The Mayor shall be elected to a four (4) year term. The
district Councilmembers shall be elected to staggered four (4) year terms. Terms of

office that would have expired in April of 2017 shall expire on January 8, 2018. Terms of

office that would have expired in April of 2019 shall expire on January 13, 2020.

Section 4. Charter Ordinance 98, § 3 codified at TMC § A2-25.5, Powers of

the City Council, is hereby repealed.

Section 5.  Charter Ordinance 112, 8§ 1 codified at TMC 8§ A2-26, Meetings —

Deputy Mayor, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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Meetings — Deputy Mayor.

(@) The CGeunellgoverning body shall establish, by ordinance, a meeting

schedule for each calendar year, with a minimum of two meetings each month.

(b)  tr—Apri—ofeach—year,—theCouncilThe governing body shall elect a

Ceouncilmember to serve as deputy mayor in the absence or temporary disability of the

mayor. Fhe-deputy-mayer-shall- serveforone{1)-year-The deputy mayor elected in April

of 2016 shall serve until a successor is elected at the first governing body meeting in

January of 2017 to serve a term that expires on January 8, 2018. Thereafter, a deputy

mayor shall be elected at the third meeting in January for a one year term.

Section 6.  Charter Ordinance 96, 8§ 4 codified at TMC § A2-29, Vacancies —
Forfeiture of office — Filling of vacancies, is hereby amended to read as follows:
Vacancies - Forfeiture of office — Filling of vacancies.

(&) Vacancies. The office of district Councilmember or Mayor shall become

vacant upon death, resignation, recall, removal from office in any manner authorized by
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(eb) Filling of vacancies. A vacancy in the offices of Mayor or district
Councilmember shall be filled by appointment of an elector qualified to fill the vacant

position by a majority vote of the remaining members of the governing body—relading

the—Mayeor. If suehthe vacancy occurs before January—1-of-an—edd-numbered—year
leavingan-unexpired-term-of-more-than-ene{(1)yearJune 1 in an election year, sueh the

unexpired term shall be filled at the next regutareity primary and general election in the

same manner as if the term were expiring and the term of the appointed member shall

end upen—electioh—ofa—memberforthe—unexpired—term on the second Monday in

January following certification of the election.

Section 7.  Charter Ordinance 112, § 2 codified at TMC 8§ A2-30, Council rules
of procedure, is hereby amended to read as follows:

GCouneHGoverning body rules of procedure.

€) Meetings. The Geunellgoverning body shall meet at least twice in every

month at times and places as the-Ceuneil-may be prescribed by ordinary ordinance.
Special meetings may be held on the call of the Mayor or of four (4) or more district

Councilmembers in the manner prescribed by rules of the Geuneilgoverning body.

(b) Rules and journal. The Geuncilgoverning body shall determine its own

rules and order of business and shall provide for keeping a journal of its proceedings.

(c) Voting; Quorum.
(1) Fiwve{5)Six (6) members of the Ceuneilgoverning body shall

constitute a quorum.

(2)  All actions by the Ceuneilgoverning body shall be taken by thean

affirmative vote of five{5)six (6) or more members—ef-the—Counell, unless a
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greater or lesser number of votes is required by this-Charter Ordinance—by-the
Couneclmembers-shallberecorded-in-thejournalordinance or state law.

(3) All actions by the Council with regard to ordinances enacted

pursuant to Article 12, § 5(b) of the Kansas Constitution (ordinary ordinances)

shall be taken by an affirmative vote of five (5) or more Councilmembers.

(d) Form. Proposed erdirary-ordinances and resolutions shall be itreduced

ir-the-Couneil-only-in written or printed form. Ne-erdinary-ordinance-shall-contain-meore

Kansas:> Any erdirary—ordinance which repeals or amends an existing erdinrary

ordinance er-part-of-the-Code-of Ordinances-of-the—city-shall set out in full the sections

or subsections to be repealed or amended, and shall indicate matter to be omitted by

enclosing it in brackets or by strikeout type and shall indicate new matter by
underscoring or by italics.

(e) Procedure. All ordinances shall be considered at a Geuneilgoverning body

meeting. Persons interested in a proposed ordinance shall be given an opportunity to be

heard befere—the—Couneil—in accordance with such rules and regulations as the

Geuneilgoverning body may adopt.
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(gf) Publication. The City Clerk or such other city officer as the Geunellgoverning
body may designate shall cause all erdirary-ordinances, as soon as practicable after
they have been passed and signed, to be published once in the official city newspaper,
unless Kansas Statutes or other applicable law require more publications. In lieu of
publication of the entire ordinance, the City Clerk may publish a summary of the

ordinance provided—all-ef-thefollowingrequirements—are—metin accordance with state

law:
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(lg) Signature, authentication and recording. All erdinary—ordinances and

resolutions passed-eradepted-by-the-Couneil shall be authenticated by the signatures
of the Mayor and City Clerk or such other appointive officer as the Geunellgoverning

body may designate. Fhe-City-Clerk-or-such-otherappointive-officeras-the-Council-may

Section 8.  That original sections of Charter Ordinances codified as 8§ A2-1, §

A2-22, 8 A2-26, 8 A2-29, and § A2-30 of the Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, are
hereby specifically repealed.

Section 9.  This Charter Ordinance shall be published once each week for two
(2) consecutive weeks in the official City newspaper.

Section 10. This Charter Ordinance shall take effect sixty-one (61) days after
final publication unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed and a referendum
held on this Charter Ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5, Subdivision (c)(3),
of the Kansas Constitution, in which case this Charter Ordinance shall become effective
if approved by a majority of the electors voting therein.

Section 11. Upon the effective date of this Charter Ordinance, this Charter
Ordinance shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a book maintained for such purposes
with a statement of the manner of adoption and a certified copy shall be filed with the

Secretary of State of the State of Kansas.
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189 PASSED AND APPROVED by the Governing Body on February 9, 2016.

190 CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS
191
192
193
194

195 Larry E. Wolgast, Mayor
196 ATTEST:

197

198

199

200

201 Brenda Younger, City Clerk

202
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204
205
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240
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242

STATEMENT OF MANNER OF ADOPTION OF FOREGOING

The foregoing Charter Ordinance No. 117 was passed on the 9th day of February,
2016, as shown by the minutes, Book 2016 Page 43, by a vote of 10 for and 0 against,
being not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members-elect of the governing body,
published in the Topeka Metro News, the official city newspaper, on the 15th day of
February, 2016, and on the 22nd day of February, 2016, being once each week for two
(2) consecutive weeks, and there being no petition demanding a referendum filed with
the City Clerk within sixty (60) days after the final publication, said Charter Ordinance
took effect on the 23rd day of April, 2016.

Brenda Younger, City Clerk

CERTIFICATE
CITY OF TOPEKA )
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE ) Ss:
STATE OF KANSAS )

I, Brenda Younger, City Clerk of the City of Topeka, County of Shawnee, State of
Kansas, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing, consisting of 10 typewritten
pages, including the page upon which this Certificate is written, is a full true and correct
copy of Charter Ordinance No. 117 of the said City of Topeka, that all acts and things
required by Article 12, Section 5 of the Constitution of the State of Kansas were done
and performed in the manner and within the time prescribed and that said Charter
Ordinance became effective on the 23rd day of April, 2016.

Brenda Younger, City Clerk
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